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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Ginger Parker 

July 24, 1997 (216) 421-7340, ext. 265 


ARMOR COURT CLOSES FOR RESTORATION 
AND REINSTALLATION PROJECT 

(Cleveland, OH) The Cleveland Museum of Art has announced the temporary closing of its 
popular Armor Court, in preparation for a major reinstallation set to open in September 1998 . 
The armor collection has been systematically removed over the past year and a half Last week 
the last of the displayed collection — the 1 6th-century Italian Renaissance parade armor for 
man and horse — was dismantled and removed from the gallery. However, the most recent 
addition to the collection, the half-armor by Renaissance armor maker, Pompeo Della Cesa, 
will be on display during the reinstallation period in an adjacent gallery beginning in August. 

All of the museum's armor collection — approximately 400 objects — is being 
researched and re-evaluated by Stephen Fliegel, assistant curator of Medieval art. In the 
process, he has already been able to refine dates and attributions and, in a few cases, identify 
actual artists. Conservators Nancie Ravenel and Jack Flotte will oversee the restoration of a 
little more than half of the arms and armor collection, which is particularly strong in edged 
weapons and firearms. 

The museum's set of eight 17th-century Belgian tapestries, which graces the walls of 
the Armor Court, will also undergo significant restoration. These famous tapestries, which were 
made for the Palazzo Barberini in Rome, tell the love story of Dido and Aeneas from Greek 
mythology. CMA conservators will begin removing the eight tapestries this month. The first 
four tapestries will be flown to Belgium, where they will undergo a 10-month restoration at the 
renowned conservation studio of Gaspard De Wit. The other four tapestries will remain in the 
museum until they undergo restoration in 1999. 

The Armor Court is one of the museum's oldest and most beloved galleries. For many 
Cleveland school children, it is often their first introduction to the visual arts. Under the 
guidance of Fliegel and the museum's chief designer, Jeffrey Strean, the new reinstallation will 
restore the glory of the Armor Court to its original impact when the museum opened in 1916. 

The museum acquired most of its armor collection just weeks before it opened on 
June 6, 1916. The collection was purchased with funds generously donated by well-known 
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Cleveland philanthropist John L. Severance. The bulk of the collection is from Germany and 
Italy. Many of the objects are from the 14th and 15th centuries; some pieces, however, date to 
the 13th century. The suite of tapestries was presented to the museum in 1915 by Mrs. Dudley 
P. Allen as a memorial to her husband. 

The Armor Court's restoration and reinstallation is made possible by the Lila Wallace- 
Reader's Digest Fund as a part of the museum's Convening the Community program. Other 
projects funded by the Lila Wallace-Reader's Digest Fund are the reinstallation of the museum's 
Egyptian galleries (in 1999), the creation of a random- access audio tour system (summer 1998) 
and a touring video display, which will show the Mike Hargrove Tour of the Cleveland 
Museum of Art. Convening the Community aims to build new audiences in the community for 
the museum's outstanding permanent collection. 



